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by the blessing of Heaven, had escaped safe and sound, and
was now on her road to mingle congratulations with her
affectionate son. The ship, it seems, had done its office ; the
mechanism had played admirably ; but who can provide for
everything ? The old lady, it turned out, could swim like a
duck ; and the whole result had been to refresh her with a
little sea-bathing. Here was worshipful intelligence. Could
any man's temper be expected to stand such continued
sieges ? Money, and trouble, and infinite contrivance, wasted
upon one old woman, who absolutely would not, upon any
terms, be murdered ! Provoking it certainly was ; and of a
man like Nero it could not be expected that he should any
longer dissemble his disgust, or put up with such repeated
affronts. He rushed upon his simple congratulating friend,
swore that he had come to murder him; and, as nobody
could have suborned him but Agrippina, he ordered her off
to instant execution, And, unquestionably, if people will
not be murdered quietly and in a civil way, they must expect
that such forbearance is not to continue for ever, and obviously
have themselves only to blame for any harshness or violence
which they may have rendered necessary.

It is singular, and shocking at the same time, to mention
that, for this atrocity, Nero did absolutely receive solemn
congratulations from all orders of men. With such evidences
of base servility in the public mind, and of the utter corrup-
tion which they had sustained in their elementary feelings,
it is the less astonishing that he should have made other
experiments upon the public patience, which seem expressly
designed to try how much it would support. Whether he
were really the author* of the desolating fire which consumed
Rome for six days and seven nights,1 and drove the mass
of the people into the tombs and sepulchres for shelter, is
yet a matter of some doubt But one great presumption
against it, founded on its desperate imprudence, as attacking
the people in their primary comforts, is considerably weakened
by the enormous servility of the Eomans in the case just
stated : they who could volunteer congratulations to a son
for butchering his mother (no matter on what pretended

1 But a memorial stone, in its inscription, makes the time longer :
"Quando urbs per novem dies arsit Neromanis temporibus."
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